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Back to the Word 

™  

Welcome to the first issue of The Truth Seeker, a publication dedicated to returning hearts 

and minds back to the authority of God's Word.  

This first issue emphasizes the vital importance of returning to the Word of God for daily 

guidance, clarity, and spiritual understanding. Designed to equip believers to navigate life's 

challenges while remaining firmly rooted in Scripture, this inaugural edition brings 

together a thoughtful collection of resources.  

Theological Insights:  Clear articles explaining core Bible doctrines.  

Practical Guidance:  Studies for living faithfully in a confused world.  

Teaching Highlights:  Bible lessons, word studies, and scriptural reflections.  

The Truth Seeker is more than a publication -  it is a call to return to the Word of God with 

humility, courage, and conviction.  
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From the Editor  
 

Why The Truth Seeker Exists  
A call to return to the authority of God's Word  

Dear Reader,  

The Truth Seeker was created with one purpose in mind: to call hearts and minds back to the 

authority of God's Word. In a time when many are guided by feelings, traditions, opinions, and 

popular voices, the need remains the same -  to search the Scriptures and stand upon truth.  

This publication is not built around personalities, trends, or entertainment. It is built around the 

conviction that God has spoken, His Word can be understood, and truth still matters.  

The goal of The Truth Seeker is simple: to encourage careful Bible study, clear doctrine, faithful 

living, and honest examination of what we believe. Every article, study, word definition, and 

devotional thought should point back to the same foundation -  the written Word of God.  

We are not called to follow every wind of doctrine. We are not called to shape truth around our 

feelings. We are called to receive the Word with humility, examine all things by Scripture, and hold 

fast to that which is good.  

This first issue begins with a simple theme: “ Back to the Word .” 

That is where truth begins. That is where faith is strengthened. That is where error is exposed. That is 

where the soul finds light.  

May this publication encourage you to open your Bible, test what you hear, grow in understanding, 

and walk more faithfully before God.  

 

Your brother in Christ,  

David Elks  

 

IN THIS ISSUE  

• Rediscovery of the Word  

• A Journey Through the Bible: Life Truly Begins With God  

• Doctrinal Spotlight: The Authority of Scripture  

• One - Minute Apologetics: Can We Trust the Bible?  

• The Berean Test: Do We Search the Scriptures?  

• Giants of the Faith: Adoniram Judson  

 

My Prayer  

Father, awaken in us a greater hunger for Your Word, a deeper love for truth, and a stronger desire to 

walk faithfully before You. Give us humble hearts, willing minds, and courage to obey what You have 

spoken.  

In Jesus' name, Amen.  
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Rediscovery of the Word  
 

 

Josiah: The Scroll That Shook a King  
Josiah’s story shows what happens when God’s Word is rediscovered after years of neglect. Though 

he sought to rule faithfully, the “Book of the Law” revealed that Judah had been living in serious 

disobedience.  

When Josiah heard the Law, he did not excuse or soften it. He tore his clothes in grief, recognizing 

Judah’s guilt before God. His response was immediate: he removed idols, destroyed pagan altars, and 

renewed the covenant. God’s Word exposed false worship and called the nation back to repentance.  

Confronting Apathy in the Ruins  

After the Babylonian exile, Zerubbabel and Joshua led a remnant back to Jerusalem and began 

rebuilding the temple. But opposition, hardship, and personal comfort distracted the people, leaving 

God’s house unfinished while they focused on their own homes.  

God sent Haggai and Zechariah to confront their apathy and misplaced priorities. Haggai rebuked 

them for living comfortably while the temple lay in ruins, and Zechariah called them back to genuine 

repentance. Zerubbabel and Joshua listened, obeyed God’s Wo rd, and led the people to finish the 

work because God’s glory mattered more than their comfort.  

Restoring the Boundary Lines  

Ezra came to Jerusalem and found serious compromise among God’s people. They had blended with 

surrounding pagan nations and ignored the Lord’s commands. Ezra responded with grief because he 

knew disobedience required repentance, not excuses.  

When the Law was read publicly, the people stood, listened, and wept under God’s Word. Ezra did 

not soften the message; he helped them understand it clearly. True faithfulness requires real change.  

Practical Covenant Faithfulness  

Nehemiah showed covenant faithfulness in practical ways. He rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls, but also 

restored spiritual boundaries by protecting the Sabbath and confronting leaders who exploited the 

poor.  

To Nehemiah, God’s Word ruled more than worship. It governed business, leadership, family life, 

and justice. Real revival does not come from something new, but from reverencing God’s Word, 

recognizing spiritual drift, and returning to God in repentance.  

 

Shake me, before I mistake comfort for faithfulness.  

Give me the courage of Josiah to tremble at Your Word, the obedience of Zerubbabel and Joshua to finish 

what You have called me to do, the broken heart of Ezra to grieve over sin, and the backbone of Nehemiah 

to rebuild what has been torn down.  

Do not let me be someone who talks about truth but refuses to be changed by it. Strip away my excuses, my 

empty religion, and my love for convenience. Let Your Word cut through my pride, expose my 

compromise, and breathe life into what has grown cold and d ry.  

Draw me back to repentance, not in words only, but in my home, my worship, my work, and my daily life. 

Awaken me to be honest, humble, and holy again. In Jesus' name, Amen.  
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A Journey Through the Bible:  
Life Truly Begins With God  

Creation Period  

Genesis 1 - 11 gives the earliest chapters of human history, beginning with the creation of the 

heavens and the earth, all living creatures, and humanity itself. It also records the entrance of sin 

through the Fall, God's judgment in the Flood, His mercy tow ard Noah, and the scattering of the 

nations at Babel.  

Four Key Events  

The Creation -  Genesis 1:1 - 2:25  

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. God created the heavens, the earth, and 

all living things. Creation establishes God as the beginning of truth, life, order, and authority.  

The Fall -  Genesis 3:1 - 24  

Sin entered the world through Adam and Eve's disobedience. Man rejected God's command, and 

death entered through sin. Sin brought immediate spiritual death, separation from God, 

expulsion from the Garden, and the curse of death: 'for dust thou art, and unt o dust shalt thou 

return' (Genesis 3:19).  

The Flood -  Genesis 6:1 - 8:19  

God judged the wickedness of the world, but showed grace by preserving Noah and his family.  

The Tower of Babel -  Genesis 11:1 - 9  

Man attempted to build in rebellion and pride. God confused their language and scattered them 

upon the face of all the earth.

Key Person and Place  

Adam  
Adam is the first man God created, and He did so in His own image. On day six, as the crown 

of God's earthly creation, God breathed the breath of life into him, and Adam became a living 

soul, made to know his Creator and to reflect His character in the wor ld.  

Eden  
Eden is described as a real place associated with a river that divided  into four headwaters: 

Pison, Gihon, Hiddekel (Tigris), and Euphrates. This geographic detail grounds the account in 

history and highlights Eden as the original setting of God's provision and fellowship with 

humanity.  

Insight  

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  

This verse establishes the foundational truth that God is the Creator of all things. Scripture does not 

begin by attempting to prove God’s existence; it begins by simply declaring Him and His authority. 

Since God created all things, He rightfully owns all things, and every part of life must be understood 

under His rule.  

Every other truth in Scripture flows from this starting point: God made the world, God rules over it, 

and man is accountable to Him.   
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Doctrinal Spotlight:  
The Authority of Scripture  

Opening Thought  

The authority of Scripture rests on one simple truth: the Bible is not merely man's thoughts about 

God. It is God's revealed Word to man. If Scripture is from God, then it stands above human 

opinion, church tradition, culture, or personal feelings.  

1. God Has Spoken Psa 19:1; Rom 1:20; Heb 1:1 - 2  
Before we can talk about the authority of Scripture, we must first understand that God has spoken. 

God reveals Himself generally through creation and conscience, but He reveals Himself 

specifically through His Word and ultimately through Jesus Christ. Gene ral revelation tells us 

there is a God. Special revelation tells us who He is, what He requires, and how sinners can be 

saved.  

2. Scripture Carries God's Authority 2Tim 3:16; 2Pet 1:21  
The Bible has authority because it is God's Word. Scripture did not begin with human 

imagination, religious tradition, or cultural opinion. God worked through human writers by the 

Holy Spirit so that what they wrote was His message. If Scripture is from Go d, then to reject 

Scripture is not merely to reject a religious book. It is to reject the voice of God.  

3. Scripture Is Inspired and Trustworthy Num 23:19; Tit 1:2; Joh 17:17  
Since God inspired Scripture, His Word is true. The inerrancy of Scripture means that the Bible is 

without error in all it affirms. This does not mean every passage is easy to understand, but it does 

mean the problem is never with God's truthfulness. Becau se God cannot lie, His Word can be 

trusted fully. Scripture may include poetry, figures of speech, summaries, and different eyewitness 

perspectives, but it does not teach error.  

4. Scripture Must Rule Over Faith and Life Mat 4:4, 7, 10  
The authority of Scripture means the Bible is the final standard for what Christians believe and 

how Christians live. Traditions, feelings, experiences, culture, and human teachers must all be 

ruled by the Word of God. Jesus Himself treated Scripture as fi nal authority. When tempted by 

Satan, He answered with the words, 'It is written.' Christ submitted to the written Word, and His 

followers must do the same.  

5. Scripture Must Be Received and Obeyed Ps 119:130; 1Co 2:14; Joh 14:26; Jam 1:22  
God gave His Word to reveal truth, not hide it. The Bible is not always simple, but its central 

message is clear enough to be understood, believed, and obeyed. What God has spoken plainly 

should not be ignored, explained away, or treated as optional. The H oly Spirit helps believers 

receive and apply the Word of God. Illumination does not mean the Spirit gives new Scripture. It 

means He opens our hearts to rightly understand the Scripture already given. The authority of 

Scripture is not just something to def end. It is something to live under.  

Closing Thought  

The authority of Scripture is not just a doctrine to defend. It is truth to live under. Since the Bible is 

God's Word, then it must correct our beliefs, shape our worship, expose our sin, guide our homes, and 

govern our daily choices.  

The real question is not whether Scripture has authority. The real question is whether we are willing 

to submit to it.  

The authority of Scripture means that when the Bible speaks, God speaks; and when God speaks, His 

people must listen, believe, and obey.  
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One - Minute Apologetics:   
Can We Trust the Bible?  

For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. Psa 119:89  

The Challenge  

Many people today wonder if the Bible we have now is the same message originally given. 

Has it been copied too many times, translated too many ways, or edited over time by religious 

and political leaders?  

The Main Answer  

The Bible was not preserved in secret by a single group. Instead, it survived through 

thousands of independent manuscripts, early quotations, and public use across many regions. 

This vast network of witnesses makes it historically impossible for any single  person or 

church council to have secretly altered its message.  

1. The Wealth of Manuscript Evidence  

The New Testament has far more manuscript evidence than any other ancient work, with 

about 5,800 Greek manuscripts and thousands more in ancient translations. Though many 

are partial, they allow scholars to compare copies, identify copyist errors, and pres erve the 

text with remarkable accuracy.  

2. The Narrow Time Gap  

Reliability depends heavily on how close copies are to the originals. New Testament 

fragments appear within decades of their composition, and full manuscripts within a few 

centuries, leaving no room for major changes to go unnoticed.  

3. The Dead Sea Scrolls Validation  

The Dead Sea Scrolls showed that the Old Testament text had been copied with great care 

over many centuries. When compared with the later Masoretic Text, the differences were 

mostly minor spelling and wording variations, confirming the reliability of the H ebrew 

transmission.  

4. Direct Translation  

Translation is the faithful conveyance of God’s inspired, written word from its original source 

languages into everyday language. Crucially, the Bible was not passed down from one 

translation to another; rather, modern versions go directly back to the anci ent Hebrew, 

Aramaic, and Greek source texts as their unchanging cornerstone.  

5. Internal Consistency and Eyewitness Testimony  

Written by over 40 authors across three continents over 1,500 years, the Bible maintains one 

unified message. The New Testament writers also appealed to eyewitness testimony while 

those witnesses were still alive, making fraud or invention impossible to su stain.  

Conclusion  

The manuscript evidence, historical witnesses, fulfilled prophecy, internal consistency, and the 

testimony of Christ all point in the same direction: God has preserved His Word. The real issue is not 

whether the Bible has been faithfully preserved. The evi dence shows that it clearly has.  

The real question is whether men will receive it as the Word of God and submit to its truth.  
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The Berean Test  
Do We Search the Scriptures?  

"These were more noble than those in Thessalonica..." -  Acts 17:11  

Opening Thought  

The Bereans were praised because they received the Word with eager readiness yet carefully 

examined the Scriptures daily to test whether what they heard was true. This is the balance every 

Christian needs: a willing heart, and an open Bible.  

1. They Received the Word  

The Bereans did not reject preaching simply because it challenged them. They received the Word 

with readiness of mind. A teachable spirit is not gullible. It is humble enough to listen, but serious 

enough to test. Psa 1:2  

2. They Searched the Scriptures  

The Bereans did not treat preaching, tradition, or popular opinion as the final authority. They 

searched the Scriptures to see whether those things were true. Every sermon, article, doctrine, and 

religious claim must be brought back to, and examined by the  written Word of God. 2Tim 2:15  

3. They Searched Daily  

Their examination was not casual or occasional. They searched the Scriptures daily. Truth is not 

usually found by careless listening. It is found by steady, honest, repeated attention to what God 

has spoken. 1Tim 4:15  

4. They Tested What They Heard  

The Bereans were not following personalities. They were testing the message. A faithful teacher 

will not fear honest Bible examination. Truth does not need to hide from Scripture. 1Thes 5:21  

5. They Responded in Faith  

The result of honest searching was not endless doubt. Many of them believed. Searching the 

Scriptures should not produce pride or argument for its own sake. It should lead us closer to truth, 

obedience, and faith. Pro 3:5 - 7 

The Berean Question  

Do I believe this because Scripture teaches it, or because I have always heard it?  

Personal Examination  

Have I tested what I believe by Scripture?  

Do I know where the Bible teaches what I claim to believe?  

Am I willing to change if Scripture corrects me?  

Do I search the Word daily, or only when challenged?  

Do I love truth more than tradition?  

Key Scripture  

"These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of 

mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so." -  Acts 17:11  

Closing Thought  

A noble faith is not afraid to search. It receives the Word with eagerness, but it also examines every 

teaching with care. We should open our Bibles, test what we hear, and allow the Word of God to have 

the final say over tradition, opinion, and feeling.  
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Giants of the Faith  
Adoniram Judson:  The Man Who Gave Burma the Word  

“In the seas of hardship, His record is on high; converted souls and a translated Bible 

remain his monument.”  

The Turning Point  

Born the son of a New England pastor, Adoniram Judson was a brilliant student who rejected his 

parents' faith during college, embracing the skepticism and deism of his day. However, God broke 

through his pride in a dramatic way.  

While staying at a country inn, Judson spent the night listening to the terrible, agonizing groans of 

a dying man in the next room. The next morning, he asked the innkeeper who the man was. To his 

absolute shock, it was his closest college friend — the very young man who had led him into 

skepticism. Facing the terrifying reality of eternity without God, Judson fell to his knees, repented, 

and consecrated his life entirely to the service of Jesus Christ.  

The Sacrifice for the Scriptures  

In 1812, Judson and his wife, Ann, sailed for the East as America's very first foreign missionaries. 

They eventually landed in Burma, a land deeply hostile to the Gospel.  

For the first six years, they labored without a single convert. Judson understood that if the 

Burmese people were to ever know God, they needed the authority of the Scriptures in their own 

tongue. Day after day, he poured over the ancient Greek and Hebrew texts, meticulously 

translating them into the complex Burmese language.  

Imprisonment and the Iron Cage  

When war broke out in 1824, Judson was falsely accused of being a spy. He was arrested, bound in 

heavy fetters, and thrown into the infamous death prison of Ava. For 17 agonizing months, he 

suffered in an iron cage, enduring starvation, brutal heat, and ho rrific disease.  

Through it all, his greatest concern was not his life, but his translation of the Bible. To keep the 

precious, incomplete manuscript safe from prison guards and the elements, his faithful wife 

stitched the papers inside a hard, dirty cotton pillow, which J udson slept on every night in his cell.  

A Living Legacy  

Though Judson survived the war, the physical toll claimed the lives of his beloved wife and 

children. Left alone in the jungles of Burma, he did not abandon his post or doubt his Lord. He 

completed the Burmese translation of the entire Bible in 1834, follo wed by a definitive Burmese 

dictionary.  

When Judson died at sea in 1850, he left behind over 7,000 Burmese believers and a completely 

faithful, accurate translation of the written Word of God. His life stands as an enduring monument 

to what God can achieve through a soul completely submitted to the truth of Scripture.  

 
 

 


